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PARMA The city hopes to start providing free wheelchair
ramps for disabled residents and has budgeted $15,000
toward the ramps in 2013.

However, to make it happen, the city needs federal
Community Development Block Grant funds. The city has

applied for a grant but as of Monday it was not known
whether the money would come through.

The issue was discussed Feb. 19 during a City Council budget hearing.

It was Erik Tollerup, the city’s director of community services and economic
development, who announced the grant application for a possible ramp program.

Tollerup said if the city receives funding, it would spend no more than $2,000 on each
ramp.

Wheelchair ramps can cost hundreds or thousands of dollars, depending on their
lengths and the materials from which they are made.

Councilwoman Mary Buchholz Galinas said she was glad to hear about the ramp
program. She said it is needed in Parma.

However, Galinas said wheelchair ramps don’t always look nice and that they

sometimes fall apart. She asked if the city would require the ramps to be made from any

particular types of materials.

Tollerup said no. He said the type of house would determine what kind of material
would be used for the wheelchair ramp.

After the budget hearing, Tollerup refused to answer further questions about the
possible ramp program.
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Tollerup said he did not want the ramp program publicized until he can he can
guarantee that it would be funded.

See more Parma news at cleveland.com/parma. (http://
www.cleveland.com/parma.</strong)
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